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Minutes of Bringsty Common Manorial Court (BCMC) 

Thursday 22nd January 2025 from 19:00 – 21:00 

at Whitbourne Village Hall 

 

  

1. Apologies for absence: Hilary Higgott; Sally Knowles, Peter Stoddart.  

2. Minutes of the meeting of 12.12.24: Approved 

3. Questions and comments from the public (10 minutes max): Concern raised about lane erosion 

opposite to entrance to ‘The Nuttage’. Matter has been reported to Linley Council 

 

4. Chair’s report:  

Trees recently felled and left on football pitch by Electricity Company: Agreement is that Electricity 

company will liaise with Chair before contractors carry out work and that they will clear up after 

themselves. Procedure was not followed on this occasion. Chair has contacted Electricity 

company, and a chipping team will be sent out to clear up the waste 

Bylaws: Most recent version of bylaws have not yet been posted on BC noticeboards  

Open Spaces Donation: This has been actioned. 

First Responders Donation: Donation of £50 was discussed and agreed and detail of how / where 

to make donation was given to Treasurer. 
 

Actions:  

To make donation to First Responders                                                                                          Treasurer 

To place updated bylaws on all BC noticeboards                                                                   Chair, Martin 
 

5. Matters Arising and Actions from 12.12.24 

a. Bringsty Common maintenance and development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Update of BCMC constitution: No developments to report.  

Action: To discuss with Helen Beale, HDC                                                                                          Chair 

20 year vision for BCMC: Chair shared updated discussion document re BC maintenance and 

development. A formal management plan is required to support bids for future funding as BC 

income does not cover expenditure for routine BC upkeep. Vice Chair is developing a digital map 

of BC which will support planning decisions. Map will include key features of BC as required (e.g. 

boundaries, compartments, whereabouts of specific trees, flora/fauna etc ). 

Agreed following areas for long term objectives:  

• To maintain, protect and enhance natural habitats for flora and fauna 
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• To maintain paths/rides for the purpose of fire protection and recreational access 

• To maintain the current ‘chequerboard’ appearance of BC including by reducing tree, 

scrub/bramble and bracken spread. This may include removing self-seeded trees and invasive 

species (e.g. hogweed).  

• To enhance and maintain the visual appeal and recreational use of the Common as permitted 

within bylaws  

• To preserve the ecological balance and natural beauty of BC by maintaining diverse habitats. 

Conservation, habitat preservation and ecological sustainability will be prioritised. 

 

Possible projects arising from above objectives were identified (see below) and applying for 

lottery money to help fund them was discussed: 

To enhance the visual appeal of BC, for instance, through management of tree(s) obscuring view 

from Jubilee 

To identify and (if required) treat invasive species growing on BC.  Hogweed has been reported 

growing near Barrats Bridge. Discussed how to remove it safely. 

To remove disused changing room beside the football pitch and redevelop site for recreational use 

e.g. outside exercise equipment / playground / hard standing for increased parking. The pavilion 

has an asbestos roof so advice would be required re disposal etc. 

To extend car parking: Parking arrangements are sufficient for current needs but more parking 

may be required at some point to support an increased recreational use of BC 

To improve path accessibility where access is impeded due to mud. Various sites were identified 

and BCMC members volunteered to lay down chippings for a stretch of path by football field.  

To identify dangerous and fallen trees/branches:  This was discussed and agreed that reporting 

these was not part of BCMC’s responsibilities - unless obstructing a firebreak- and so would not be 

included in the BCMC management plan.  

To maintain ‘The Gospel Oak’, an ancient tree on the Jubilee which is of local and historical 

interest. The Gospel Oak has been identified as a hazard due to second large branch detaching 

from the main trunk. Furthermore, its surrounding ‘safety’ fence is in a state of disrepair and the 

area around the tree is overrun with bramble. Agreement (i) to approach HDC to discuss issues 

relating to the ‘Gospel Oak’ maintenance / management and (ii) to investigate feasibility of a Tree 

Preservation Order (TPO) for this and possibly other notable trees on BC. 

To maintain the 5 ponds on BC: (i.e. Drover’s, the three splashes and a pond on north of BC). 

These ponds all require attention. 
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To raise the profile of BC in order to attract more visitors, for instance, through advertising BC 

walks through Tourist Information Office, local café etc 

  

Actions:  

• To seek advice from local expert re access issues relating to Common land                   Treasurer 

• To liaise with Electricity company to use the chippings generated by the felled trees, or, if this 

is not an option, to approach local resident re provision and delivery of chippings              Chair  

• To record whereabouts of Hogweed (What3Words) and to treat during Spring                Martin 

• To agree a Spring date to place chippings on path beside football pitch                                     All                                                                                         

• To discuss removal of fallen tree obstructing fire break with Resident              Chair, Vice Chair  

• To identify other obstructions to fire breaks                                                                       Vice Chair  

• To contact Helen Beale, HDC, re action plan for ‘Gospel Oak’ and the repair of surrounding 

fence                                                                                                                                             Vice Chair                                            

• To share information re historical interest of ‘Gospel Oak’                                               Kirsty, All                   

• To add discussion of TPOs to March agenda                                                                                  Clerk 

• To add maintenance of ponds to BC management plan                                                              Chair 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

5b. Routine management of Bringsty Common: delegation of responsibilities / timescales  

Item not discussed due to time constraints             

Action: To carry forward to March agenda                                                                                            Clerk                                                                                               

 

6. Treasurer’s Report:  

Brief report due to time constraints.  

Treasurer informed committee that the bill has been received for track cutting (3 cuts) and the BCMC 

long-term savings account is about to mature. Agreement to maintain 6K in an instant access account 

to cover routine expenditure and for Treasurer to reinvest the remainder.     

  

7. Official Business: None 

8. Parish Reports: Whitbourne / Brockhampton: No reports        

9. New Business: None        

 

There was no further business, so the meeting was closed 

 

The next ordinary meeting will be held at Whitbourne Village Hall on Wednesday 19th March 

2025 from 19-00 to 21-00 


