
Minutes of Bringsty Common Manorial Court (BCMC) 

Wednesday 19th March 2025 from 19:00 – 21:00 

at Whitbourne Village Hall. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: Elizabeth Hesketh, Kim and Nick Poraj-Wilczynski, Ian 

Buckley 

 

2. Previous Meeting Minutes 22.01.25:  confirmed unanimously. 

 

3. Public Questions and Comments: none 

 

7. Whitbourne Parish Reports:  

• The Wheatsheaf pub is now a dwelling and has new occupants 

• Two public footpath officers (who will identify required repairs e.g. to stiles) have been 

appointed for Whitbourne Parish. 

• The new Badley Wood bridge is up and running and there will be an official opening in 

the summer. 

• There is discussion about erecting new village entrance signs. 

• Smart Water Distribution:  an uptake of 25 kits is needed before Smartwater Area 

signage can be erected.  

 

• Defibrillator maintenance: Kirsty clarified what is required. Visually check 

defibrillators from time to time but they do not need regular maintenance other than 

replacement of pads and batteries. Units are guaranteed to last for 5 years – some 

may last for 20 or more years. 

           ACTION: To forward advice to Sally Knowles.                                                    Kirsty 

• The next Whitbourne Parish Council meeting is on May 7th at 7:30 PM at WVH. All 

welcome to attend. 

 

4. Chair’s Report 

• First responders donation: completed. 

• Defibrillator maintenance: Payment has been made for the replacement of batteries  

• Damage to bus stop roof: most likely vandalism. 

          ACTION: To source shingles for roof repairs                                                   Vice Chair 

• Bringsty Common (BC) Bylaws: These are now updated to the most recent version 

have been placed on all noticeboards across the Common. 



 

• Gospel Oak: Hereford District Council (HDC) have no available money to repair the 

Gospel Oak enclosure this year. They suggest that the scrub around the tree 

discourages public from entering the area. However, a tree expert will be sent out to 

examine the safety of the tree. 

 

• Obstacles Compromising Firebreaks: there are obstructions in Pudding Lane, near 

‘Windspur’, which may require attention. There is a fallen tree near ‘Apple Tree 

Cottage’ but this does not pose a risk  

• Trees on BC posing possible hazard: Several residents have expressed concern 

about a rotten willow tree. 

ACTION: To report tree to HDC and to request that it is felled                               Chair 

• Muddy Paths and Wood Chippings: The electricity company have been asked to 

place chipped wood along the muddy path beside the cricket pitch. They were 

agreeable in principle, but this has not been actioned yet. 

 

• Contractors and Insurance: Contractors working on public land are required to have 

public liability insurance. BCMC committee members agreed that we should be more 

specific about what is required from contractors, including verifying their levels of 

insurance. 

ACTION:  

To draft guidelines re public liability insurance expected from BC contractors and to 

seek clarification of this area with HDC’S insurance officer                                   Chair                  

 

5. Matters Arising and Actions from 22.01.25 

 

a. Routine management of Bringsty Common 

• Tracks: Due to budget constraints, there is a need to rationalise the number of tracks 

which are currently cut. Some tracks should be maintained to act as firebreaks and 

others for recreational use (e.g. walking, horse riding, cycling). Decision making 

commenced re which tracks to leave uncut, which to cut double width (e.g. tracks 

serving as firebreaks) and which to cut single width. There was agreement to (i) clarify 

a new specification for track cutting (ii) to review costings once changes have been 

agreed and (iii) to continue to cut tracks twice this year with first cut occurring in June.  

ACTIONS:  

To continue with development of BC map showing compartments and tracks to be 

maintained                                                                                                      Vice Chair 

To contact contractor mid-May to agree date for June cut                                    Kirsty 

 



• Grasslands: To defer discussion re when to cut grasslands  

ACTION: To carry forward to May agenda                                                              Clerk 

  

b. Bringsty Common maintenance and development 

 

• Constitution Update: The current BC constitution is from 1995. The goal is to update 

the constitution. Advantages of doing this include (i) management of temporary 

grazing rights on BC (ii) public liability insurance paid by HDC rather than paid from 

BC funds (iii) wayleave payments made to BC rather than to HDC. Helen Beale, HDC 

(to be replaced by David Micah), supports this goal and advises that a funding request 

must be submitted, including a management plan. Discussion re whether our current 

management plan is sufficient for this purpose 

ACTION: To investigate level of detail required for management plan                  Chair 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

• Money has been moved from the instant deposit account to notice account to get a 

better interest rate. 

•  Funds in fixed deposit matures in August. 

• 32 days’ notice is required for withdrawals from one of the notice accounts. 

 

8. New Business 

Clarification in terms of insurance is required in terms of parking and driving on BC.  

ACTION: To seek clarification                                                                                Chair 

 

 

There was no further business, so the meeting was closed 

 

The next ordinary meeting will be held at Whitbourne Village Hall on Wednesday, 

21st May 2025 from 19-00 – 21-00 

 

 

 


