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BRINGSTY COMMON MANORIAL COURT 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held on Tuesday, 15th October 2024 

in Whitbourne Village Hall 

Present: 

Niall Waller (chair), Peter Bridge (treasurer), Elizabeth Hesketh (clerk), Kirsty Udall, Martin Boote, Rob 

Randall, Cllr. Peter Stoddart (Ward Councillor).  

Residents of Bringsty Common also attended. 

Proceedings began with a talk / demonstration by Charles Cartwright, first responder, about the use of 

a defibrillator and basic CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation).  The talk was interesting and informative 

and very well received.  

 

Niall Waller thanked Charles on behalf of the committee. 

 

Refreshments were served then the formal part of the evening commenced 

 

1. Apologies for absence: None 

 

2. Minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting:  These were approved. 

 

3. Matters arising from item 2: None 

 

4. Chair’s Report: See below. 

 

5. Matters arising from item 4: None 

 

6.  Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer explained that BCMC had access to three bank accounts, two of 

which generate interest. The BCMC finances are currently healthy. Other than one-off funding from 

Hereford District Council and funding from the Rural Payments Agency, grants have been received 

from Whitbourne and Brockhampton Parish Councils to cover regular cutting of the football pitch.   
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7.  Matters arising from Item 6: None  

 

8. Election of the committee for 2024/25: Nominations were received from:  Hilary Higgott, Kim Poraj-

wilczynski, Nick Poraj-wilczynski, Kirsty Udall, Peter Bridge, Niall Waller, Martin Boote, Elizabeth 

Hesketh and Rob Randall.  

 

These were approved and seconded. 

 

There were no further nominations and no objections to the nominees so the above have been 

elected for the current year. 

 

Nigel Shaw and Niall Waller thanked Tom Fisher for his years of service to BCMC Committee, in 

particular his success in obtaining funding for the Woodland Management Plan and his organisation 

and monitoring of its implementation. 

 

9. Appointment of Auditor: Ms Andrea Chapman has agreed to audit our accounts for 2024/25 and 

this was unanimously accepted.  

 

10. AOB: Concern was raised by a resident about rubbish left on Bringsty Common in the area around 

the bus stop 

 

 

The next ordinary meeting of BCMC will be held on 12th December 2024 at Whitbourne Village Hall 

from 19;00 – 21;00. 
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Bringsty Common Manorial Court 

Chair’s Report Aug 2023 - July 2024 

Niall Waller 
Chair – Bringsty Common Manorial Court 
September 2024 

Bringsty Common Manorial Court mission statement: 

“Bringsty Common will remain a place where residents and visitors alike can safely 
enjoy the physical and mental well-being from visiting or living in a peaceful and 
beautiful landscape.  We will enhance the sense of community, honour our 
heritage, increase the bio-diversity of the Common and contribute to CO2 
reduction.” 

This year, the Bringsty Common Manorial Court has focussed on maintaining the Common, 
while starting the planning to put in place an updated management plan for the future. 

Track cutting 
The tracks on Bringsty Common are maintained for access and recreation, as well as 
providing fire breaks.  
Cutting of the tracks is done twice a year, in June and August/September. The first cut is 
intended to be at 12 inches high to better allow for wild flowers. 
 
This year, the first cut of the tracks was wide, to help build biodiversity along the edges of the 
tracks, while also providing better fire breaks. The second cut is intended to be narrower to 
reduce the visual impact, 
BCMC would like to hear any feedback on the existing track cutting, including the width of the 
cut. 
 
Grasslands 
Grasslands on Bringsty Common are cut once a year in September/October. 
The grass is collected and stored with regard given to minimising the risk of spontaneous 
combustion. 
 
Last year the planned grass cutting was cancelled due to excess rain in October. So 
residents may have noticed the grasslands are more wild than usual this year. This year the 
plan is to cut the grasslands in September. 
 
Bracken bruising 
A trial of Bracken Bruising on Bringsty Common was initiated in 2023. Two sites were initially 
targeted, in bracken south-east of the football pitch and a small area south of the Jubilee hill. 
In the first site, the result was a huge increase in bluebell flowers in early spring. The second 
site showed little impact. Across both sites, the bracken has now re-grown as strong as 
before. 
 
This year, bracken bruising took place in July and has focussed on the site south-east of the 
football pitch and part of the south side of the Jubilee. The aim is to continue with the trial 
across 3-years before assessing the impact on bracken growth. 
 
Woodland Management 
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BCMC has agreed a Woodland Management plan with the Rural Payments Agency, as 
advised by Forestry England. These payments are currently delayed, but the plan has been 
initiated. 
The plan includes the thinning and management of a limited set of wooded areas on the 
Common. This winter, we started in the wooded areas along the A44, and have thinned and 
coppiced some parts of the woodland to support the existing trees and increase biodiversity. 
 
Community 
The Commoner newsletter has changed to be annual just before the BCMC Annual General 
Meeting. The AGM continues to be the regular social event for the year, and there have been 
no other BCMC organised events this year. 
 
Looking ahead 
BCMC continues to manage the Common with the funding provided by Herefordshire 
Council. This funding is intended to last up to 5 years. 
The only other funding currently being received is for the Woodland Management Plan, which 
will be used for management of specific pieces of woodland on the Common. 
BCMC has no other income and currently no plans to apply for further funding. The aim is to 
reduce costs and make use of volunteers where possible to extend the use of existing funds. 
This approach will be regularly evaluated based on costs and available funds. 
 
 
 

 
Track cutting on Bringsty Common (for access and as fire breaks) 
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Bracken Bruising on Bringsty Common (to increase biodiversity) 
 

 
Bluebells on Bringsty Common in areas that have been bracken bruised 
 
 


